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1
NATURAL ENERGY EXTRACTION
APPARATUS

This is a National Phase Application in the United States of
International Patent Application No. PCT/JP2012/066848
filed Jul. 2, 2012, which claims priority on Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-149017, filed Jul. 5, 2011. The entire
disclosures of the above patent applications are hereby incor-
porated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a natural energy extraction
apparatus

BACKGROUND ART

Patent Document No. 1 discloses a water current power
generator comprising a horizontal-axis water turbine forming
a float, a speed increasing gear train-power generator assem-
bly engaging one end of the horizontal-axis water turbine, a
speed increasing gear train-power generator assembly engag-
ing the other end of the horizontal-axis water turbine, and a
pair of arm members, wherein each arm member is fixed to a
casing of one of the speed increasing gear train-power gen-
erator assemblies at one end and supported rotatably around a
horizontal axis by a fixed structure above a water current at
the other end, and the horizontal-axis water turbine floats on
a river water surface.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

Patent Document No. 1: Japanese Patent Laid Open Pub-
lication No. 2007-040217

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved

The water current power generator of Patent Document No.
1 has a problem in that although the generator can extract
kinetic energy of an upper layer river water current, it cannot
extract kinetic energy of a middle or lower layer river water
current. The water current power generator has another prob-
lem in that the pair of arm members connecting the pair of
speed increasing gear train-power generator assemblies to the
fixed structure above a water current are widely distanced
from each other, so that the water current power generator is
hard to attach to a bridge pier or other fixed structure above
the water current.

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to provide a
natural energy extraction apparatus which can extract kinetic
energies of river water currents or tidal water currents at
various depth layers, and which is easy to attach to a bridge
pier or other fixed structure above a water current.

Means for Achieving the Object

In accordance with the present invention, there is provided
a natural energy extraction apparatus comprising a float, a
vertical-axis water turbine fixed to the float and extending
downward, a power transmission device engaging an upper
end of the float and converting rotational kinetic energy of the
float to driving torque for driven equipment, and arm mem-
bers supporting the power transmission device rotatably
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2

around a horizontal axis at one ends and supported by a fixed
structure above a water current rotatably around a horizontal
axis at the other ends, wherein the float and the vertical-axis
water turbine are located in a river water current or tidal water
current.

In the natural energy extraction apparatus of the present
invention, a vertical-axis water turbine extracts kinetic energy
of a river water current or tidal water current, so that the
energy extraction apparatus of the present invention can
extract kinetic energies of not only a surface layer water
current but also a middle layer water current and a lower layer
water current. Therefore the natural energy extraction appa-
ratus of the present invention can extract kinetic energies of
river water currents or tidal water currents at various layers of
wide depth range. In the natural energy extraction apparatus
of the present invention, the power transmission device
engages the float fixed to the upper end of the vertical-axis
water turbine, so that the distance between one of the pair of
arms and the other of the pair of arms for connecting the
power transmission device to the fixed structure above a water
current is narrower than that between one of the pair of arms
and the other of the pair of arms for connecting the casings of
the pair of speed increasing gear train-power generator
assemblies, each engaging one of the opposite ends of the
horizontal-axis water turbine, to the fixed structure above a
water current. Therefore, the natural energy extraction appa-
ratus of the present invention can be easily attached to a
bridge pier or other fixed structure above a water current.

In accordance with a preferred aspect of the present inven-
tion, the natural energy extraction apparatus further com-
prises a weight fixed to or suspended from a lower end of a
vertical rotating shaft of the vertical-axis water turbine.

When the natural energy extraction apparatus further com-
prises a weight fixed to or suspended from a lower end of a
vertical rotating shaft of the vertical-axis water turbine, the
vertical-axis water turbine is prevented from excessive incli-
nation caused by a water current, and decrease of kinetic
energy extraction efficiency owing to excessive inclination of
the vertical-axis water turbine is prevented.

In accordance with a preferred aspect of the present inven-
tion, the vertical-axis water turbine is provided with arms
radially extending from a vertical rotating shaft of the water
turbine to connect with blades of the water turbine, thereby
supporting the blades, and a cover of hydrofoil-shaped cross
section is fixed to each arm.

In accordance with a preferred aspect of the present inven-
tion, the vertical-axis water turbine is provided with arms
radially extending from a vertical rotating shaft of the water
turbine to connect with blades of the water turbine, thereby
supporting the blades, a cover of hydrofoil-shaped cross sec-
tion is attached to each arm, and the whole body of the cover
can rotate around a longitudinal axis of the arm, or a trailing
edge portion of the cover can rotate around an axis parallel to
the longitudinal axis of the arm,

When the vertical-axis water turbine is provided with arms
radially extending from a vertical rotating shaft of the water
turbine to connect with blades of the water turbine, each arm
is desirably provided with a cover of hydrofoil-shaped cross
section in order to decrease hydraulic resistance of the arm.

When the aspect ratio of the cover is large, induced drag is
small and lift-drag ratio is large. Therefore, it is desirable to
fix the cover to the arm, thereby making the lift generated by
the cover contribute to generation of torque by the vertical-
axis water turbine. On the other hand, when the aspect ratio of
the cover is small, induced drag is large and lift-drag ratio is
small. Therefore, it is desirable to make the cover or the
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trailing edge portion of the cover rotatable, thereby restrain-
ing generation of lift and drag by the cover.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a water current power generator comprising
any one of the aforementioned natural energy extraction
apparatuses, wherein the driven equipment is a power gen-
erator.

The water current power generator of the present invention
can extract kinetic energies of river water currents or tidal
water currents at various layers of wide depth range, and can
be easily attached to a fixed structure above a water current.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a water current power
generator, which is an application of a natural energy extrac-
tion apparatus in accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG.21is aset of partial structural views of an arm of a water
current power generator, which is an application of a natural
energy extraction apparatus in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the present invention, and a cover of hydro-
foil-shaped cross section connected to the arm. (a) is a per-
spective view, and (b) is a sectional view.

FIG. 3 is a set of cross sectional views of an arm of a water
current power generator, which is an application of a natural
energy extraction apparatus in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the present invention, and a cover of hydro-
foil-shaped cross section connected to the arm.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

A water current power generator which is an application of
a natural energy extraction apparatus in accordance with a
preferred embodiment of the present invention will be
described.

As shown in FIG. 1, a water current power generator A
comprises a float 1 of cylindrical shape, a vertical-axis water
turbine 2 fixed to the lower end of the float 1 and extending
downward, a speed increasing gear train-power generator
assembly 3 comprising a speed increasing gear train engaging
the upper end of the float 1 and a power generator driven by
the speed increasing gear train, and a pair of arm members 4
supporting a casing 3a of the speed increasing gear train-
power generator assembly 3 rotatably around a horizontal
axis X at one ends and supported rotatably around a horizon-
tal axis Y extending parallel to the axis X by a fixed structure
B located above a water current at the other ends. The speed
increasing gear train and the power generator are not shown in
FIG. 1.

A weight 5 is suspended from the lower end of a vertical
rotating shaft 2a of the vertical-axis water turbine 2.

The float 1 and the vertical-axis water turbine 2 are located
in a river water current or tidal water current.

The water current power generator A is floated in the water
current by the buoyancy of the float 1. The speed increasing
gear train-power generator assembly 3 is located above the
water current.

In the water current power generator A, the vertical-axis
water turbine 2 located in the water current rotates to rotate
the float 1 fixed to the upper end of the vertical-axis water
turbine 2, and the power generator of the speed increasing
gear train-power generator assembly 3 supported by the fixed
structure B through the arm members 4 and engaging the float
1 generates electric power.

Asindicated by solid lines in FIG. 1, the vertical-axis water
turbine 2 is forced by the water current to swing around the
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horizontal axis X, thereby inclining toward the downstream
side. Therefore, no excessive horizontal force is impressed on
the vertical-axis water turbine 2 by the water current. As a
result, engaging portions between the arm members 4 and the
casing 3a of the speed increasing gear train-power generator
assembly 3 and engaging portions between the arm members
4 and the fixed structure B are protected from damage.

The weight 5 suspended from the lower end of the vertical
rotating shaft 2a of the vertical-axis water turbine 2 generates
restoring moment to prevent excessive inclination of the ver-
tical rotating axis water turbine 2 caused by the water current,
thereby preventing decrease of efficiency of electric power
generation caused by the excessive inclination of the vertical-
axis water turbine 2. The weight 5 can be fixed to the lower
end of the vertical rotating shaft 2a instead of being sus-
pended from the lower end of the vertical rotating shaft 2a.
Fluctuation of the level of the water surface is soaked up by
swinging of the arm members 4 around the horizontal axis Y.
Therefore, the float 1 and the vertical-axis water turbine 2 can
stay located in the water current irrespective of the fluctuation
of the water surface level.

When the water current power generator A is located at a
river-mouth or a channel, the direction of the water current
reverses due to ebb and flow of the tide. In this case, the casing
3a of the speed increasing gear train-power generator assem-
bly 3 rotates around the horizontal axis X as indicated by
alternate long and short dash lines in FIG. 1, and the vertical-
axis water turbine 2 follows the casing 3a to swing around the
horizontal axis X, thereby inclining toward downstream.
Therefore, no excessive horizontal force is impressed on the
vertical-rotating axis water turbine 2 by the water current. As
a result, engaging portions between the arm members 4 and
the casing 3a of the speed increasing gear train-power gen-
erator assembly 3 and engaging portions between the arm
members 4 and the fixed structure B are protected from dam-
age.

In the water current power generator A, the vertical-axis
water turbine 2 extracts kinetic energy of a river water current
or tidal water current, so that the water current power genera-
tor A can extract kinetic energy of not only a surface layer
water current but also amiddle layer water current and a lower
layer water current. Therefore the water current power gen-
erator A can extract kinetic energies of river water currents or
tidal water currents at various layers of wide depth range. The
speed increasing gear train-power generator assembly 3 is
located above the water current, so that a space for accom-
modating the power generator is reliably prevented from
inundation. In the water current power generator A, the speed
increasing gear train-power generator assembly 3 engages the
upper end of the float 1 fixed to the upper end of the vertical-
axis water turbine 2, so that the distance between the pair of
arm members 4 for connecting the casing 3a of the speed
increasing gear train-power generator assembly 3 to the fixed
structure B above the water current is narrower than that
between one of the pair of arms and the other of the pair of
arms for connecting the pair of speed increasing gear train-
power generator assemblies, each engaging one of the oppo-
site ends of the horizontal-axis water turbine, to the fixed
structure above the water current. Therefore, the water cur-
rent power generator A can be easily attached to a bridge pier
or other fixed structure B above a water current.

When the water current power generator A is provided with
arms 2¢ radially extending from a vertical rotating shaft 2a to
connect with hydrofoils 25 of large length, which are the
blades of the vertical-axis water turbine 2, thereby supporting
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the hydrofoils 25, each arm 2¢ is desirably provided with a
cover of hydrofoil-shaped cross section in order to decrease
fluid resistance of the arm 2c.

As can be seen from FIG. 1, the vertical-axis water turbine
2 inclines toward downstream of the water current during
operation of the water current power generator A, and the
cover 6 of hydrofoil-shaped cross section has an attack angle
against relative water current as shown in FIG. 2(a) to gener-
ate lift and also induced drag at wing tip. Therefore, influence
of'lift and induced drag on the torque generated by the verti-
cal-axis water turbine 2 should be considered.

As shown in FIG. 2(5), the lift inclines toward the leading
edge of the cover 6. Therefore, the lift contributes torque
generation by the vertical-axis water turbine 2. When the
aspect ratio of the cover 6 is large, induced drag is small and
lift-drag ratio is large. Therefore, the cover 6 of large aspect
ratio fixed to the arm 2¢ contributes torque generation by the
vertical-axis water turbine 2.

When the aspect ratio of the cover 6 is small, induced drag
is large and lift-drag ratio is small. Thus, the cover 6 becomes
a hindrance to torque generation by the vertical-axis water
turbine 2. Therefore, as shown in FIGS. 3(a) and 3(5), the
cover 6 of small aspect ratio is desirably attached to the arm 2¢
rotatably around the longitudinal axis of the arm 2¢ so as not
to have an attack angle against the relative water current,
thereby restricting generation of lift and induced drag by the
cover 6. The cover 6 should be provided with a balance weight
7 inside or outside of the leading edge portion.

When the aspect ratio of the cover 6 is small, as shown in
FIGS. 3(¢) and 3(d), a trailing edge portion 6a of the cover 6,
which is fixed to the arm 12¢ at the longitudinal middle of its
chord length, can be made rotatable around an axis extending
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the arm 2¢ so as to make the
trailing edge portion 6a have no attack angle against the
relative water current, thereby restricting generation of lift
and induced drag by the trailing edge portion 6a and decreas-
ing induced drag generated by the cover 6. The trailing edge
portion 6a should be provided with a balance weight 8 at the
leading edge portion.

In the aforementioned preferred embodiments, rotational
kinetic energy of the float 1 is converted to driving torque for
the generator of the speed increasing gear train-power gen-
erator assembly 3, and finally taken out as electric energy.
However, it is possible, instead of converting the rotational
kinetic energy of the float 1 to electric energy, to convert the
rotational kinetic energy of the float 1 directly to driving
torque for a pump, compressor, separately installed energy
storing apparatus such as a flywheel, etc.

The vertical-axis water turbine used in the present inven-
tion is not restricted to that of a particular type. Turbines of
various types such as a Darrieus type turbine, a Giromill type
turbine, a Savonius type turbine, and a Cross-flow type tur-
bine can be used.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention can be widely used for a natural
energy extraction apparatus, such as a small sized water cur-
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rent power generator, etc. which is attached to a bridge pier or
other fixed structure above a water current.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE
NUMERALS

A Water current power generator
B Fixed structure

X, Y Horizontal axis

1 Float

2 Vertical-axis water turbine

2a Vertical rotating shaft

2b Hydrofoil

2¢ Arm

3 Speed increasing gear train-power generator assembly
3a Casing

4 Arm member

5 Weight

6 Cover

7, 8 Balance weight

The invention claimed is:

1. A natural energy extraction apparatus comprising a float,
a vertical-axis water turbine fixed to the float and extending
downward, a power transmission device engaging an upper
end of the float and converting rotational kinetic energy of the
float to driving torque for driven equipment, and arm mem-
bers supporting the power transmission device rotatably
around a horizontal axis at one ends and supported by a fixed
structure above a water current rotatably around a horizontal
axis at the other ends, wherein the float and the vertical-axis
water turbine are located in a river water current or tidal water
current.

2. A natural energy extraction apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising a weight fixed to or suspended from a lower end
of a vertical rotating shaft of the vertical-axis water turbine.

3. A natural energy extraction apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the vertical-axis water turbine is provided with arms
radially extending from a vertical rotating shaft of the water
turbine to connect with blades of the water turbine, thereby
supporting the blades, and a cover of hydrofoil-shaped cross
section is fixed to each arm.

4. A natural energy extraction apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the vertical-axis water turbine is provided with arms
radially extending from a vertical rotating shaft of the water
turbine to connect with blades of the water turbine, thereby
supporting the blades, a cover of hydrofoil-shaped cross sec-
tion is attached to each arm and the cover is as a whole body
enabled to rotate around a longitudinal axis of the arm, or a
trailing edge portion of the cover is enabled to rotate around
an axis parallel to the longitudinal axis of the arm.

5. A water current power generator comprising the natural
energy extraction apparatus of claim 1, wherein the driven
equipment is a power generator.
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